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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  Tilden Township Board 
 
CC:  Township Supervisor 
 
FROM: Jeremy Pickens, Township Attorney  
 
RE:  Landfill Questions 
 
DATE:  August 17, 2026 
 

 
The first question is whether Tilden Township can require a landowner/resident to sign a 
hold harmless agreement if a contractor is doing work at the landowner’s property and 
is hauling refuge to the landfill. The short answer is “yes.” An agreement to hold 
harmless is an enforceable contract whereby the landowner/resident agrees not to hold 
the Township responsible for legal liability, financial loss, damages or other injuries, 
associated with their or their contractor’s use of the landfill. Any hold harmless 
agreement should be entered into at the time of permit approval, be in writing, dated 
and signed by both parties. 
 
The answer to the second question is generally “no,” a municipality cannot limit who can 
apply for a permit for hauling permits. Under Michigan law, permits cannot be denied 
arbitrarily or discriminatorily by a municipality, but municipality can limit permit access 
based on objective legally established criteria such as zoning compliance, state code, 
residency or property tax status.   
 
The third issue presented is whether the Township can charge a larger deposit than it 
does currently for the use of the landfill/landfill permits. The short answer is “yes,” larger 
deposits are permissible. Any increase should be rationally related to the costs and 
liability associated therewith issuing the permit and should be done only after notice to 
the Landfill and the public. 
 
Finally, the Township is unable to place as lien on private property the costs associated 
with the delinquent landfill costs. The opportunities for such taxation are somewhat 
limited under Michigan law, and they do not apply in this situation based on presently 
known information. That said, the Township could pass an ordinance related to landfill 
fees and tie it to MCL 600.8731 (Municipal Civil Infractions, Violations involving land).  
Doing so would likely permit assessment of civil infraction costs and landfill costs as a 
lien against the subject property.  
 


























